Dear Financial Secretary,

We were delighted when the Government made thedecisiontoabolishthe ‘Tampon
Tax in 2021. This meant that disposable period products stopped incurring VAT.

This was a big step in the right direction but - on behalf of our customers and
women across the UK - there is more to do.

The current VAT rules mean that period pants — a reusable period product - are
classified as garments and therefore subject to a tax rate of 20 per cent.

This means that anyone who wants to use a more sustainable product when they
are on their period pays a premium for doing so.

That’s why Marks & Spencer and WUKA are joining forces to ask you to level the
playing field between disposable and reusable period products by removing VAT
from period pants.

Period pants have the power to reduce plastic pollution and waste and they also
have the potential to save people money in the long term as they can be worn,
washed, and worn again, month after month. But, to make this a reality, we must
start by making this brilliant alternative to disposable period products more
accessible to more people.

We believe this starts by removing the tax and reclassifying period pants as a
period product.

Our customers and colleagues tell us that one of the main barriers to switching
to period pants is cost. Since 2020, M&S and WUKA customers alone have paid £3
million in VAT on period pants. If the VAT is removed, the period pants retailers
and brands who have signed this letter have pledged to pass this straight onto
their customers, so they feel the benefit of the cost saving immediately.

Our campaign is already supported by over 50 supporters including politicians
across the spectrum, charities such as Bloody Good Period, Wellbeing of Women
and A Plastic Planet, and female business leaders.

Will you recognise period pants as a period product in this year’s Autumn
Statement?

Yours sincerely,
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Director M&S

Fiona Dawson CBE, Chair of the Women’s
Business Council, Non-Executive Director at
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Gosport

Dr Stephen Farry, MP for North Down
Emma Hardy, MP for Hull West and Hessle

Drew Hendry, MP for Inverness, Nairn,
Badenoch and Strathspey

Christine Jardine, MP for Edinburgh West

Rt Hon Sir George Howarth, MP for
Knowsley

Stuart McDonald, MP for Cumbernauld,
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Selaine Saxby, MP for North Devon
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